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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

SECRET STATE 172874 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:LIWG 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL RESIGNATION 


Message Text 


REF: SAUNDERS DE LABOULAYE (FR. AMB) CONVERSATION 
OF JULY 9 


1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR DE LABOULAYE CALLED SAUNDERS 
EVENING TO JULY 9 TO SAY THAT LEBANESE AMBASSADOR IN 
PARIS HAD INFORMED FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER THAT SARKIS 
" WOULD TAKE HIS DECISION TO RESIGN THIS VERY NIGHT". 

THE AMBASADOR EXPLAINED THAT THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED 
TO FIND NO SUPPORT FROM ANY PARTY IN THE LEBANESE CRISIS 
AND WAS SEEKING WAYS TO TURN POWER OVER TO INTERIM 
GOVERNMENT. 
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2. AMB. DE LABOULAYE SAID THAT HIS FOREIGN MINSITER HAD 
SENT A MESSAGE TO SARKIS URGING HIM NOT TO RESIGN AND HAD 
ALSO SENT A MESSAGE TO DAMASCUS URGING THE SYRIANS NOT TO 
PRESS SO HARD AS TO LEAD TO SARKIS RESIGNATION. HE IS 
FULLY INFORMED OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE AND HE WAS NOT ASKING 
THAT WE DO ANY MORE. HE SIMPLY WANTED US TO KNOW OF THE 
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LEBANESE APPROACH TO PARIS AND TO FIND OUT IF WE HAD A 
PARALLEL APPROACH HERE. SAUNDERS SAID WE HAD HAD NO 
SUCH APPROACH HERE. 

3. WE WANT YOU TO HAVE THIS NEW INFORMATION IMMEDIATELY 
IN CASE IT JIBES WITH NEW SIGNALS YOU ARE GETTING IN 
BEIRUT. WE LEAVE TO YOUR DESCRETION WHETHER YOU FEEL 
ANOTHER CONVERSATION WITH SARKIS MONDAY MORNING WOULD 
BE USEFUL. VANCE 
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